May 13, 2013
The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton was held on the
above date at 7:00 p.m.

Present were Mrs. Becker, Mr. Elvidge, Deputy Mayor

Ricciardo, Mr. Flynn, Thomas S. Russo, Jr., Town Manager and Ursula Leo, Town Attorney.
Mayor Diglio was excused.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo made the following declaration that “in accordance
with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this public meeting was given to the two
newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on December 31, 2012.”
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the Clerk
called the roll and upon motion of Deputy Mayor Ricciardo, seconded by Mr. Flynn and
carried, the minutes of April 22, 2013 Regular meeting and April 22, 2013 Executive
meeting were approved.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo read the following statement:
“At this point in the meeting, the Town Council welcomes comments from any
member of the public on any topic. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit
the opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers are asked to limit their
comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy
and email a copy to the Clerk’s Office after making your comments so it may be
properly reflected in the minutes.”
Nanette Thomas, 7 Orchard Street, addressed her concerns with regarding to
overnight parking issues in her neighborhood. Mrs. Thomas would like to have clearly
delineated parking signs posted with hours of parking.
John McChasney, owner of two properties in Newton, addressed his concerns
with regard to the ordinance which will require landlords to post adequate security
against the consequences of disorderly behavior of the tenants.

Mr. McChasney

questioned whether guidelines would be provided to the landlords.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo advised Mr. McChasney that this ordinance will be
addressed by legal counsel later in the meeting.
There was no one else from the public to be heard.
PRESENTATION
a. Proclamation – National Police Week
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo presented the following Proclamation to Newton Police
Chief Michael Richards and his officers.
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PROCLAMATION
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
May 12 -18, 2013
WHEREAS, there are approximately 900,000 law enforcement officers serving in
communities across the United States, including the dedicated members of the Newton
Police Department; and
WHEREAS, nearly 60,000 assaults against law enforcement officers are reported
each year, resulting in approximately 16,000 injuries; and
WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1791, almost 20,000 law enforcement
officers in the United States have made the ultimate sacrifice and been killed in the line
of duty, including Chief John D. Kinney of the Newton Police Department who died in
the line of duty on November 29, 1934; and
WHEREAS, the names of these dedicated public servants are engraved on the
walls of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington, D.C.; and
WHEREAS, 321 new names of fallen heroes are being added to the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial this year, including 120 officers killed in the performance
of duty in 2012 and 201 officers killed in previous years, including Newton Police Chief
John D. Kinney; and
WHEREAS, the service and sacrifice of all officers killed in the line of duty will be
honored during the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund’s 25th Annual
Candlelight Vigil, on the evening of May 13, 2013; and
WHEREAS, the Candlelight Vigil is part of National Police Week, which takes place
this year on May 12-18; and
WHEREAS, May 15th is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day, in honor of all
fallen officers and their families and U.S. flags should be flown at half-staff;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newton
formally designates May 12-18, 2013, as Police Week in the Town of Newton, and
publicly salutes the service of law enforcement officers in our community and in
communities across the nation.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
Hand and caused this seal to be affixed.
s/Mayor Sandra L. Diglio
Attest: s/Lorraine A. Read
Date:
May 13, 2013
Chief Richards thanked the Council for the Proclamation honoring the Police
Department for their service of law enforcement in our community.
COUNCIL & MANAGER REPORTS
Mr. Russo advised Council that the Town officials recently attend a New Jersey
Planning Officials event and the Town was presented with an award entitled
“Achievement in Planning Award” for Newton’s Form Based Code, which was created
by Jessica Caldwell, our Town Planner. Mr. Russo congratulated the Town, staff and the
professionals for this award.
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ORDINANCES
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo directed the Clerk to read aloud the following
Ordinance relative to final adoption.
ORDINANCE #2013-12
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR THE
PREPARATION AND IMPLEMENTAION OF A REASSESSMENT OF THE COMPLETE PROGRAM
FOR REVALATION OF REAL ESTATE FOR USE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON TAX ASSESSOR
(N.J.S.A. 40A:53)
WHEREAS, the Sussex County Board of Taxation requested that the State Director
of Taxation approve a Civil Order mandating that the Town of Newton conduct a
revaluation of all real property within the corporate boundaries of said municipality,
and
WHEREAS, the Director of Taxation approved the Civil Order on April 12, 2006;
and
WHEREAS, a complete revaluation as completed, was effective on the 2008 tax
book; and
WHEREAS, additionally the Town of Newton adopted Ordinance #2010-23 on
October 13, 2010 which authorized a special emergency appropriation of $60,000 for
the Preparation and Implementation of a Reassessment of all Real Property within the
Town of Newton; and
WHEREAS, again due to the decrease in the sale of home values, the Town’s ratio
exceeds 100%. Since the State of New Jersey per chapter 123 does not permit a
homeowner to be charged a ratio greater than 100%, the Town of Newton needs to
reassess all the properties in the Town of Newton to equitably value the properties in the
changing economic environment;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, in
the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that pursuant to NJSA 40A: 4-53, the sum of
One Hundred and Ten Thousand Dollars ($110,000.00) is hereby appropriated for the
preparation and issuance of a complete program of revaluation of real estate for use
of the Town of Newton Tax Assessor and shall be deemed an emergency appropriation
as defined and provided for in NJSA 40A: 4-53;
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that such appropriation and “special emergency
notes” authorized to finance the appropriation shall be provided for in succeeding
annual budgets by the inclusion of at least one-fifth (1/5) of the amount authorized
pursuant to this act.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo opened the hearing to the public.
Nanette Thomas, 7 Orchard Street, noting that this is the third reassessment in the
Town within the past five years, addressed her concerns with regard to the increase in
taxes due to the reassessment. Deputy Mayor Ricciardo advised Mrs. Thomas that this
reassessment was mandated by the Sussex County Board of Taxation. It was noted that
this reassessment is a “hybrid” of the assessment process.
There being no one else from the public to be heard, upon motion of Mrs.
Becker, seconded by Mr. Elvidge and unanimously carried, the hearing was closed.
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The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Elvidge, who moved its
adoption, seconded by Mr. Flynn and roll call resulted as follows:
Mrs. Becker

Yes

Mr. Elvidge

Yes

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo

Yes

Mr. Flynn

Yes

Mayor Diglio

Absent

This Ordinance will take effect after publication and adoption according to law.
The Clerk will advertise the above Ordinance according to law.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo directed the Clerk to read aloud the following
Ordinance relative to final adoption.
ORDINANCE #2013-13
A FULLY FUNDED WATER SEWER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT ORDINANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF
$95,000.00 FOR HOWARD STREET WATERMAIN UPGRADES IN THE TOWN OF NEWTON,
COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, in the County of
Sussex, as follows:
Section 1.
$95,000.00 is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement
Fund in the Water Sewer Capital Fund for Howard Street Watermain Upgrades in the
Town of Newton, including all costs necessary therefore or incidental thereto:
Section 2.
The Water Sewer Capital Budget of the Town of Newton is hereby
amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any
inconsistency herewith. The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance
Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as
approved by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services is on file with the
Clerk and is available there for public inspection.
Section 3.

This ordinance shall take effect as provided by the law.

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo opened the hearing to the public.
There being no one from the public to be heard, upon motion of Mrs. Becker,
seconded by Mr. Elvidge and unanimously carried, the hearing was closed.
The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Elvidge, who moved its
adoption, seconded by Mr. Flynn and roll call resulted as follows:
Mrs. Becker

Yes

Mr. Elvidge

Yes

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo

Yes

Mr. Flynn

Yes

Mayor Diglio

Absent

This Ordinance will take effect after publication and adoption according to law.
The Clerk will advertise the above Ordinance according to law.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo directed the Clerk to read aloud the following
Ordinance relative to introduction of same.
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ORDINANCE #2013-14
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON TO ESTABLISH A NEW
ARTICLE III TO CHAPTER 213, SECTION 213-11, ET SEQ., REQUIRING CERTAIN LANDLORDS
TO POST ADEQUATE SECURITY AGAINST THE CONSEQUENCES OF DISORDERLY BEHAVIOR
OF THE TENANTS
The following ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Flynn, who moved its introduction,
seconded by Mrs. Becker and roll call resulted as follows:
Mrs. Becker

Yes

Mr. Elvidge

Yes

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo

Yes

Mr. Flynn

Yes

Mayor Diglio

Absent

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on same to be held on
May 29, 2013.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo directed the Clerk to read aloud the following
Ordinance relative to introduction of same.
ORDINANCE #2013-15
AN ORDINANCE REVISING SECTION 283-17.8, FOREIGN LIMOUSINE REGISTRATION,
OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON
The following ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Elvidge, who moved its
introduction, seconded by Mr. Flynn and roll call resulted as follows:
Mrs. Becker

Yes

Mr. Elvidge

Yes

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo

Yes

Mr. Flynn

Yes

Mayor Diglio

Absent

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on same to be held on
May 29, 2013.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo directed the Clerk to read aloud the following
Ordinance relative to introduction of same.
ORDINANCE #2013-16
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 100-24.H OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
NEWTON TO INCLUDE A PROVISION REGARDING FUTURE PAYMENT
The following ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Elvidge, who moved its
introduction, seconded by Mr. Flynn and roll call resulted as follows:
Mrs. Becker

Yes

Mr. Elvidge

Yes

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo

Yes

Mr. Flynn

Yes

Mayor Diglio

Absent
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on same to be held on
May 29, 2013.
OLD BUSINESS – None
CONSENT AGENDA
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo read the following statement:
“All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and noncontroversial by the Town Council and will be approved by one motion. There will be
no separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so requests, in which
case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal
sequence on the Agenda.”
Mr. Russo reviewed the various resolutions on the Consent Agenda.
RESOLUTION #70-2013*
PROVIDE EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $110,000 IN THE TOWN OF
NEWTON 2013 BUDGET
WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to make an Emergency Appropriation to
meet certain extraordinary expenses to be incurred for the preparation and
implementation of a reassessment of all real property within the Town of Newton; and
WHEREAS,
N.J.S. 40A:4-53 provides that it shall be lawful to make such
appropriation, which appropriation and/or “special emergency notes” issued to
finance the same shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion
of an appropriation of at least one-fifth of the amount authorized pursuant to this act;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton
(not less than two-thirds (2/3) of all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), that
in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S. 40A:4-55:
1) An emergency appropriation is hereby made for preparation and
implementation of a reassessment of all real property within the Town of
Newton in the total amount of $110,000.00;
2) Said “special emergency note”, not in excess of the amount authorized
pursuant to law, be provided (should the Town determine the need for said
note);
3) Said note (if necessary) shall be executed by the Mayor and Chief Financial
Officer of the Town of Newton;
4) Said note shall be dated at such time as it may be issued, may be renewed
from time to time provided that said note and any renewals thereof shall
mature and be paid in the amount of not less than one-fifth of the total
amount appropriated by this resolution in each year after the authorization;
and
5) One (1) certified copy of this resolution be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services.
RESOLUTION #71-2013*
TOWN OF NEWTON CERTIFICATION OF ANNUAL AUDIT
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the Governing Body of every local unit to
have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and
WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2012 has been filed by a
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Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-6,
and a copy has been received by each member of the Governing Body; and
WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New
Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and
WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a
regulation that the Governing Body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to
the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the Governing
Body have reviewed, at a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled
“Comments and Recommendations”; and
WHEREAS, the members of the Governing Body have personally reviewed, at a
minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the section of the Annual Audit
entitled “Comments and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit
form of the Governing Body attached hereto; and
WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing
Body no later than forty-five days after receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C.
5:30-6.5; and
WHEREAS, all members of the Governing Body have received and have
familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance
Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the
affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has prepared, distributed and filed the
Corrective Action Plan in accordance with Federal and State Guidelines; and
WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of
the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local Governing Body to the
penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52 to wit:
R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a
date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of
Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars
($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his
office.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton
hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a
certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show
evidence of said compliance.
RESOLUTION #72-2013*
AUTHORIZING A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH FIRST HOPE BANK FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TWO
(2) 2013 FORD INTERCEPTOR SEDAN POLICE CARS
WHEREAS, a need exists for the acquisition of the vehicles/equipment as
described on Exhibit D of the Lease and Option Agreement, attached hereto; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton (“Lessee”) has taken the necessary steps, in
compliance with the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law (“the Law”), or an
exception to the Law, including any legal bidding requirements, under applicable law
for the acquisition of such vehicles/equipment; and
WHEREAS, the terms of the Municipal Lease and Option Agreement as attached
hereto, are in the best interests of the Town of Newton for the acquisition of such
vehicles/equipment;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Town Council of the Town
of Newton designates and authorizes the Town Manager and Chief Financial Officer to
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execute, attest, and deliver the Municipal Lease and Option Agreement and any
related documents necessary for the consummation of the transactions contemplated
by the Municipal Lease and Option Agreement; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Lessee hereby
represents that the reasonably anticipated amount of qualified tax-exempt obligations
which have been and will be issued by the Lessee does not exceed $10,000,000 for the
calendar year within which this Lease and Option Agreement is to be a “qualified taxexempt obligation” pursuant to Section 265(b) of the Internal Revenue Code; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Newton’s Chief Financial Officer has
certified that sufficient funds are available to pay the initial lease payment, which is due
on June 1, 2013. Approval of this Resolution and Lease is subject to the appropriation
by the Town Council of sufficient funds to make the lease payments for the years 2014
and 2015; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of said Municipal Lease and Option
Agreement be placed on filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.
RESOLUTION #73-2013*
INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEMS OF REVENUE IN THE 2013 TOWN OF NEWTON BUDGET
PURSUANT TO NJSA 40A:4-87 (C.159, PL 1948)
WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the
Budget of any Municipality, when such item shall have been made available by law,
and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the Budget;
and
WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of
appropriation of equal amount; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton will receive payment in the amount of $14,416.88
from the State of New Jersey Solid Waste Administration for a FY2013 Clean Community
Grant;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newton
hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approve the
insertion of the following item of revenue in the 2013 Budget of the Town of Newton
which is now available as revenue from:
Miscellaneous Revenues:
Section F: Special Items of Revenue
Public and Private Revenues Off-set with Appropriations:
State of New Jersey Clean Community Grant.……… $ 14,416.88
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following like sum be and the same is hereby
appropriated under the caption of:
General Appropriations:
(A) Operations - Excluded from CAPS
Public and Private Programs Off-Set by Revenues:
State of New Jersey Clean Community Grant ……….. $ 14,416.88
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.
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RESOLUTION #74-2013*
APPROVE BILLS AND VOUCHERS FOR PAYMENT
BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that payment is
hereby approved for all vouchers that have been properly authenticated and
presented for payment, representing expenditures for which appropriations were duly
made in the 2012 and 2013 Budgets adopted by this local Governing Body, including
any emergency appropriations, and where unexpended balances exist in said
appropriation accounts for the payment of such vouchers.
TOWN BILLS
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RESOLUTION #75-2013*
APPOINTMENT OF MELISSA LOGAN AS A REGULAR MEMBER OF THE NEWTON PLANNING
WHEREAS, there is currently a vacancy on the Town of Newton Planning Board
due to the resignation of Anthony Torre; and
WHEREAS, Melissa Logan, currently Alternate No. 1 on the Planning Board, has
expressed interest in serving as a Regular Member of the Planning Board;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton
that Melissa Logan is hereby appointed to an unexpired four-year term as a Regular
Member of the Newton Planning Board, effective immediately with said term
continuing to December 31, 2015.
The Municipal Clerk presented a membership application for William J.
Demarest, 10 Glenn Brook Drive, Hampton into the Newton Fire Department. It was
noted that the membership application was in order and was signed by the Chief of
the Newton Fire Department.
Mr. Russo noted that an additional Resolution was added to the agenda.
Upon motion of Mrs. Becker, seconded by Mr. Flynn, to add Resolution #77-2013
to the consent agenda and roll call resulted as follows:
Mrs. Becker

Yes

Mr. Elvidge

Yes

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo

Yes

Mr. Flynn

Yes

Mayor Diglio

Absent

RESOLUTION #77-2013*

AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH APPRAISAL SYSTEMS, INC., FOR THE
REASSESSMENT OF ALL REAL PROPERTY FOR TAX EQUALIZATION PURPOSES
WHEREAS, a need exists for the reassessment of all real property in the Town of
Newton for tax equalization purposes; and
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WHEREAS, the Town of Newton has taken the necessary steps, in compliance
with the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, including exceptions and legal
bidding requirements, for the reassessment of such real property; and
WHEREAS, entering into a contract with Appraisal Systems, Inc., for the
Reassessment of All Real Property for Tax Equalization Purposes (“Contract”) as
attached hereto, and made a part of this Resolution, is in the best interests of the Town
of Newton;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Town Council of the Town
of Newton hereby authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute the attached Contract;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Newton’s Chief Financial Officer has
certified that sufficient funds are available to pay the Contract consideration of $98,900
over the term of the Contract, as attached hereto.
A motion was made by Mrs. Becker to approve the COMBINED ACTION
RESOLUTIONS, seconded by Mr. Elvidge and roll call resulted as follows:
Mrs. Becker

Yes

Mr. Elvidge

Deputy Mayor Ricciardo

Yes

Mr. Flynn

Mayor Diglio

Yes
Yes *w/abstention

Absent

*Mr. Flynn abstained from check #1127 on the bill list.
INTERMISSION– 5 Minutes
DISCUSSION
a. Property Maintenance Code Penalty Ordinance - Draft
Ursula Leo, Esq. outlined the Property Maintenance Code Penalty Ordinance. Mrs.
Leo noted that a penalty provision was added to the current ordinance. After a brief
discussion, Council unanimously agreed to move forward and introduce the ordinance on
May 29, 2013.
b. Commercial Vehicle Ordinance - Draft
Ursula Leo, Esq. and Jessica Caldwell, Town Planner, presented Council with a draft
ordinance on commercial vehicles. After a lengthy discussion, Council requested the
draft ordinance be updated, with the recommended amendments, and carried for
further discussion at the next Council meeting on Wednesday, May 29th.
c. Zoning Tax Map - Draft
Jessica Caldwell, Town Planner, updated Council on the Zoning Map amendments
and corrections in order to comply with the current ordinances. After a brief discussion,
Council agreed to move forward with the recommendations of the Town Planner.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo opened the hearing to the public.
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At this time, Mrs. Leo addressed the questions of John McChasney, owner of two
properties in Newton. Mr. McChasney advised that he is concerned due of the lack of
ability to control the tenants.
Matt Olinsky, owner of property in Newton, disagreed with the ordinance and
feels that the ordinance is punishing the landlords. Mr. Olinsky feels that this ordinance
will penalize the landlord twice: 1) The tenant’s non-payment for rent; 2) The possibility
of the penalty to a landlord after a hearing.
Herb Frasier, 47 Phillips Road, owner of boarding homes in Newton, questioned
whether boarding homes were included in this ordinance and was advised by Mrs. Leo
that this does not cover boarding homes but there is current pending State legislation
which does incorporate the boarding homes.
Fred Judge, owner of several properties in Newton, expressed his disappointment
with this ordinance and suggested that the ordinance be tabled and revisited prior to
adoption.
Mrs. Leo outlined the guidelines in the ordinance and advised that the landlords
will be notified three times prior to a hearing date.
Anwar

Qarmout,

45

Woodside

Avenue,

made

several

suggestions

for

streamlining the ordinance.
Mr. Russo highlighted the guidelines of the ordinance and outlined the burdens
felt by the municipality, without such an ordinance.
Kate McChesney, 4 North Shore Trail, Sparta, and property owner in Newton,
questioned whether a domestic violence conviction by the tenant is associated with
this ordinance, which was addressed by Mrs. Leo.
Herb Frasier, 47 Phillips Road, Newton, questioned whether hotel/motel rooms are
covered under this proposed ordinance and was advised that hotel/motel rooms are
regulated by the State and are not part of this ordinance.
Michael Malone, 59 Trinity Street, questioned the landlord definition and was
advised by Mrs. Leo that this ordinance covers landlords with 4 units or less and that the
addition of boarding homes and rooming homes will be added automatically once
passed by legislation. It was noted that another public hearing will be held at the next
Council meeting on Wednesday, May 29, 2013 prior to adoption of this ordinance.
Anwar Qarmout, 45 Woodside Avenue, questioned whether this ordinance
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applies to homeowners and was advised that this ordinance applies to rental units with
one to four units.
Chief Richards noted that the Newton Police Department has an automated
system

which

provides

alerts

to

residents

who

have

signed

up.

Go

to

www.newtonpolice.org for more information.
Nanette Thomas, 7 Orchard Street, suggested that the Town provide a list of
landlords with name and address in the Town of Newton. Mrs. Thomas suggested that
all landlords should obtain a certificate of occupancy for all new tenants.
Mr. Boyle, 12 James Street, Newton, questioned whether business owners are
responsible for tenants renting commercial space and was advised that it only applies
to “living space” rentals.
There was no one else from the public to be heard.
COUNCIL & MANAGER COMMENTS
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo questioned the JCP&L property on East Stuart Street
and Mr. Russo will obtain a report on same.
Deputy Mayor Ricciardo inquired about the repair on the Newton pool and was
advised that Mr. Russo will obtain an update from Mrs. Deckert and advise Council.
Councilman Flynn inquired about Morris Lake fishing permits, which have been
on hold due to insurance concerns and was advised by Mr. Russo that safety measures
and additional policies are being drafted and noted that the Lake should open in May.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Russo read Resolution #76-2013 and Council entered into Executive Session at
8:37 p.m.
Upon motion of Mr. Elvidge, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ricciardo and carried,
Council left Executive Session at 10:17 p.m.
There being no further business to be conducted, upon motion of Mrs. Becker,
seconded by Deputy Mayor Ricciardo and unanimously carried, the meeting was
adjourned at 10:18 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Lorraine A. Read, RMC
Municipal Clerk
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