Historic Preservation Advisory Commission Meeting
Reguiar Meeting of April 2, 2014 7:00 pm

The regular meeting of the Hisioric Preservation Advisory Commission took place on the above
daie. Chairman Dennis Becker read the Open Public Meetings Acl and requested Commission
Secreiary Mrs. Cilterbart 1o call the roll. Commission Secretary Mrs. Citterbart staied there was o

guorum.

OATH OF OFFICE

Sworn in as Class C members were Dennis Becker and Karen Schulie

ATTIENDANCE: Mr. Porter, Mr. Kaplan, Mrs. Schuite, Mr. Elvidge, Chairman Becker
PROFESSIONALS: lessica Caldwell, P.P., ALC.P. of J. Coldweli & Associates
FLAG SALUTE

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

December 16, 2013

Mr. Kaplan made a motion to accepl the December 14, 2013 minutes. Mr. Porler seconded the
molion. The minules were approved with a unanimous "aye” vole,

February 18, 2014

Mr. Porter made a motion lo accept the February 18, 2014 minutes that slated since o quorum
was lacking, no official business was transacted. Mr. Kaplan seconded the motion. The motion
was approved with a unanimous “aye” vote.

REORGANIZATION

Election of Chairman
Mr. Kapion made a motion to nominate Dennis Becker as Chairman for the year 2014, Mrs.

Schulte seconded the motion. The floor was open for discussion and then closed. The
nomination was approved with a unanimous "aye” vole.

Election of Vice-Chairman
Mrs. Schulle made a motion to nominate Mr. Kaplon as Vice Chairman for the year 2014, Mr.

Becker seconded the motion. The floor was open for discussion and fhen closed. The
nomination was approved with a unanimous “aye” vole.

Election of Board Secreiary _
Mr. Becker made a motion to nominale Katherine Cilterbart as Board Secretary for the year 2014,
Mr, Kaplan seconded the motion. The floor was open for discussion ond then closed. The

nomination was approved with a unanimous "aye” vole.

DISCUSSION

Cellco Partnership d.b.a. Verizon Wireless (#HPC-2-2013)
Block 7.03, lot 8
32 liberty Street
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Applicani proposing 1o consiruc! a pre-package gas generator on on 8'x5" {40sq. 1) concrele
pad and a 500 gallon above ground propane tonk on a 4'x?' {36 sq. ft.] concrele pad. HPC
appioval on Aug. 16, 2013/PB approval on September 18, 2013.

Cellco Parinership d.b.a. Verizon Wireless {(#HPC-4-2013)

Block 7.03, Lot 8

32 liberty Street

Applicani proposing to construcl a 50kw standby diesel generator placed on 8'x3' (40 sq. fl.)
concrele pad alongside the existing building in the side yard and will be screened with acoustic
wood panels. HPC approval on December 16, 2013/PB approval on December 18, 2013.
(Revised plans included.)

Jessica Coldwell staled: You hove approved this twice because they had two differeni
locations. The firsi location was in the backyard by the gazebo and that was a propone
generator. Then lhey switched it to a diesel generator and moved if up by the building. When i
weni back to 1he Planning Board the second lime with the generalor by the building, the
Planning Board preferred they move it back by the gazebo location and. it would be a diesel
generator not o propane generator so they no longer have the propane tank. The Planning
Board preferred ihat. The condifion was to have the issue broughl back before you so there ore
no objections with your original approval. There may or may nol be an enclosure {or it bul there
will be buffering, vegelalion as you approved before. A noise enclosure may have lo be put
up around it if the noise is oo high.

Chairman Becker opened up this portion of the meeting to the public. With no public coming
forward, he closed the public portion.

Mr. Kaplan made a motion fo accept #HPC-2-2013 and #HPC-4-2013 and Mr. Porler seconded
the motion.

AYE: Mr. Porter, Mr. Kaplan. Mrs. Schulle, Chairman Becker

Chairmon Becker direcied Mrs. Cilterbart 1o send a lelfer o Michoel Beck, Esq. rellecling
Commission’s appraval.

NEW BUSINESS

Proposed designalion of ihe Horlon Mansion as o Historic Landmark
Block 3.01 Lot 19
1 Slate Hill Road

SWORN: Wayne T. McCabe. Mr. McCabe stated: | am a licensed professional planner for the
Slote of New Jersey, licensed in 2009. My license is up lo date. | am the recording secretary of
ihe Board of Trustees for the Town of Newton's Historical Society and | am the County Historian.

Mr. McCabe conlinved: We have a propaosal for a Historical designaiion ai Sussex County
College localed ol 1 Slate Hill Roaod in Newton 1o designale if as a local historic sile in
accordance wilh ihe Municipal Historic Preservalion Ordinance. There are cerlain sections of
the ordinance that have o be complied wiith in order for a building 1o be considered being
historic, architeciural or of culiural significance. Those have been ideniified on the first page of
my repor! 1hal you have in fronl of you. There are 6 items. The first one is of particulor hisioric
significani to the Town ond it is reflecting the exemplary the board culture, political, economic
ond social history of the Natlion, ithe State, the Communily at the iime of the consiruction of the
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building. The second is the Association of the Historic Preservation is imporiant to our Nation and
Siate of local histery and third is site of a Hisloric Event which is significani for the development of
ihe Nalion, ihe siale of communily impoct. The fourth is the embodiment of distinclive
characieristics of styles, period and meihod of architeciural, ihe fifth is the representation of
work of an imporiani builder, designer, arlisi or architeci and the lost is the significant of
coniaining elernenis oi design, deioil, material or crafismanship, which represent a significant
innovation. Qur position from the Historic Sociely is thai we comply with iiems number 1, 2 and 4
of 1he ciiteria. We have 1o comply with one in order 1o receive the designation. In this case,
number 1 is of particular significant because it exemplifies parl of the work of economic and
social history of our community it is also dealing wilh @ historical parsonage and fourth s
embodies a distinctive characteristic of a type in period or method of archileciure and design.

in 1his case we submil based upon information that we have included in ihis repori which is
under Appendix A which is the Nationol and Siale registers nomination that all three of these
points of crileria have been achieved in jerms of documenting the siyle of the building, historical
porsonage involved and the impoct il had in terms of the community as large. | would also fike
io call your attention to the fact that we have noled in here the gothic revival type ol
architecture thal is reflecied in the design of the Horfon Mansion. It is probably the finest piece
ol gothic revival architecture in our County. | think | can make that statement because our
office was responsible for doing a cullural resource inveniory of the County back 197é which
was supplemented by the County Planning Board about five years ago where we took all ihe
inveniories that had been done throughout the County over the lasi 30 years, analyzed them
and provided a comprehensive lisiing of all the buildings that were designaled and none of
them across ihe board came up with the quality of this building.

| have also included an historic inveniory sheet that was prepared of the Town from 1991 and il
gave initial identificalion. | have also included photographs of the froni and side of the building
showing thot il is quile a significance structure. we have also provided maps thal show the
location of the subject property as well as the adjocent administrative and academic buildings.
Essentially the Sioie Historic office is prepared io accepl with very minor modifications ihe
exisling or curreni New Jersey nomination info the regisiry. As you can see from the leter that
was from Kevin Wright of his home in River Edge, NJ back in January 27, 1992 indicates that the
prefiminary documentation was sufficient and justifying issuing a Ceirlificale of Eligibilily by the
Siale's Historic Preservation and what thal means by the documentation submillied the building
is of such a quality that it will be placed on the New Jersey and ihen later ihe National Register.
Thai lelter also covers the gale house that is at the base of college hit, we have not included in

{hat in our proposed designation.

In summary, we have complied with the requirements in lerms of the criteria for designation of
the Hisloric ciled individual building. We meet 3 out of the é criteria very readily and it is our
position that the Town can based on this documenl recommend to the Governing Body 1hat the
building be placed on the local regisier and thal it be incorporated os parl of the designated
sites that we have exisling in the Town.

Chairman Becker thanked Mr. McCabe tor his report.

Mr. Kaptan thanks mMr. McCabe for his report and asked about the address. He said ihere is
another building that is 1 Slate Hill.

Mi. McCabe slated: | received ihe address from our municipal 1ax assessor's office and | also
confirmed the Lot and Block numbers.
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Mrs. Schulie asked: What is ihe building currently used for2

Mr. McCabe siated: Storage. The eniire collection of former State Senator Wayne Dumont's
law office is in there. All of his correspondence from when he was a state senator is in there. His
desk is sitling in there. The Hislorical Society is interesied in acquiring the entire coitection and
having it inventoried and 1hen making it available for research.  All of his legislation and his
correspondence could make a great resource for this Couniy.

Mr. Elvidge asked: How does this praperly maich up with how many other designations that we
have in our iown?

Mr. McCabe staled: Right now we have no other individual designations. We have 1he hisioric
district. If you look at our inventory ihat we did for Newton several years ago, there are at least
four more histaric districts in Newton, individual siles there are at least 20 more, and around the
County in terms of what has been identified there are over 2,000. Thal ranges from historic
buildings that are privaie homes to commercial industrial sites and to archeclogical sites.

Mrs. Schulte asked: Does that designation affect the college in any way?®

Mr. McCabe staled: No. We have been very specific about thot so it does not affect anything
on the campus at all.

Mr. Kaplan gquestion: It does noi afiecl the gate house.

Mr. McCabe sialed: No. We are not doing the gate house alihough the gate house is quite a
slunner ior the same type of architecture. If you look at it it's a counly cottaoge thal has been
designed. If you look at some pattern books righ! before the Civil War you can find an example
of that specific cottage in some of those paliern books. In my opinion, that building would also
qualify and ihe State concurred on ii because when Kevin Wright prepared the National
Registered nomination, he did bolh of those buildings and iheir Cerlificale of Eligibility confirmed
on both.

Mr. Porter asked: s the building siruciurally sound?

Mr. McCabe staled: | believe it is. | haven't been there in 3 ¥ years but | know the roof needs
repairing. 1t is a simple fix. If you get someone up there, it will ioke a % hour and the whole ihing
will be repaired.  Inside the building | believe it is siructurally sound. You have reasonably tight
stone work. Rool has been redone several years back by the County, also restructured ihe front
porch because thal was folling oparl. There has been money that has been put into the
building bul in the interim no one has done anything except look ai it.

Chairman Becker opened up this porlion of the meeting 1o the public.

1%t Public - Mr. Glen Gavan, Chairman of the Board of Trustees for Sussex Counity Community
College staled: my involvement with the Community College began in the 90's when | was their
lawyer. | was away for a lol of years and the last five years | have been on the board, the lasl 2
years as the Chairman. | think one of the reasons we are here is because Wayne found out in his
due diligence that our Board has voled 1o not spend any money on Horton Mansion. H was ithe
plan of the college when Dr. O'Connor had first bought the property and wanted to turn thai
info the center piece of the callege. We just don't have the funds fo do it. We haven't had the
furds in 30 years and we don'i have the funds now. | am not o structural engineer. | brought
my Board inside; it is o disoster. No one has stepped fool in there since the Don Bosco College
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was boughi by the County College io use it in any way. | agree Senator Dumont's stuff is in
ihere. 1 is the soddest thing, floor to ceiling; all his documenis and papers are in there. I is
emborrassing. It was donated to us ond that is whai somebody decided to de with it back in
the day. li does have beautitul archileciural relief. I is all religious. We con't use the building.
We are resiricted in the funds thal we get from ihe Siate and ihe County. We are losing money
every single year from the Stale and the County. Wayne is right the roof was repaired but they
didn't do a good job. Anne Bain was on our Board. She is noi happy. She wrole a book on the
Horton House. We just can't spend the money. We don'l have it. Wayne and | spoke outside
about his use of if. We hove tried fo do thal at the college before, the Siale always gels
involved because they help pay for it with Chapter 12 money. The State and County bonds il.
We always have problems when we are using our buildings for anyihing. 11 is a problem for us
and we are concerned. | feel passionaie on both sides and | know why Wayne and the group
are here and | really appreciaie it. It is lough when vou are dealing with iunding sources thal

are ocul of your control.
Mr. Becker asked: If this building becomes designoled would there be grant money lo fix it up®
Mr. McCabe stated: I will be more available than il is righi now.

Mr. Gavan stated: | appreciate why Wayne is here. Someocne should have been here 30 yrs.
ogo. My concemn is if Wayne was to move on 1o something else or some other place the group
loses the momenium, it is going 10 sil there another 30 years.

Chairman Becker siated: H looks like-ihe momenium was started in 1992,

Mr. Gavan stated: And now it is 2014 and nothing has happened in baiween, that is exactly my
point and it ties our hands ai the college.

Mrs. Schulte asked: What would you do wiih it il ii is not designated?

Mr. Gavan stated: Our plan would be to take il down. We would use ihe stone from it 1o moke
commemerations to 1he fact il was there. You can't see it from the rood. Unless you are really
into 1he history, most people just walk by it. We've had 1o chain it closed. We spend a loi of
fime deboting on whot o do with it ond how it could he used lor us. We don'l have third party
vendars on our campus so it is not like i is readily aovailoble for someone else 1o use a museum

piece. It is paid for by the Slale.

2nd Public- Robert McBriar, Attormney with Schenck Price Smith & King, LLP, our firm represenis the
Countly College. 1 want 1o say the college does oppreciate the opportunity 1o provide
additional comments ond insite regarding this proposal ram 1he Sussex County Hisiorical Society
io designate Hodon Mansion as o Hisloricol landmark. However, on behalf of the college, we
respect the request that the commission defer taking any aclion on the proposed designation
until the college completes a capital plan involving ils school building ond fociiities. As you are
al aware, the college like so many other public entilies loday is dealing with significant
budgetary and financial consirainis. [1's limiled resources and as such if must carefully consider
all available options concermning it budgel and capital needs. More imporianily it must balance
these needs with ihe present and future needs of the studenis and the academic purposes
which the coliege conlinues io serve. The college has not had an opportunity to complete a
cost benefit analysis with respect ioc the Horfon Maonsion. And no such cosi analysis waos
performed with conneciion with the Historical Society's reporl. This is an important issue. It is
ciilical because g dilapidated condition of the struciure could indeed mean thal renovation or
rehabilitaiion is not feasible or cost prohibilive. At this lime, the college is analyzing opiions for
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the building in light of its overall capital plan. In order to make reasonable and well guided
determinations, the college musi be alicrded time 1o conduct iis invesligation and evoluation of
the Horion House prior 1o ihis Cormmissian taking action.

Mr. McBriar infroduced the President of the college Paul Mazur.

3¢ Public-Mr. Mazur sioled: | am the President of Sussex County Community College. | would
like 1o echo what our Board Chairman and attorney said. | came 1o the administralion three
years ago. | don'l have o real knowledge on how long the building has been there. Whai |
have been lolally focused on as Presideni of the college has been ihe fulure of higher
education for the studenis and whal is best for ihe students and every decision we make now is
very crilical 1o thol. Every decision we make has some kind of cosl foclor associated with it and
it is very difficulil. Higher education is in a changing environment. A loif of things that are taking
places in higher education in ferms of moving towards online programming, rying 1o figure oul
how 1o get students 1o graduaie in a quicker limeframe, ihose types ol things. So my focus has
been 1otally on thal and whal is besi in the inleresi of the students and the residents of 1the
County that come 1o the college. That is whai our primary concern is. Dollars were taken away
ihe first yeor | came here. The amount of Chapter 12 monies, which is 1he bonding monies
available trom the Stale that IThe County would approve, has been greal over the years.
Classrooms are in need ol repairs, we have security concerns in a parking lol that we have 1o
spend money on because of 1he safety concerns of the siudenis at night. We have other kinds
of concerns with those buildings and that is where our money has to be designated because of
the primary concem of ihe safely and security of our students. | just wanted fo say that our
biggest concern is that building has been sitfing there for so long; there has never been any
money available for . No one has ever come forward with any kind of money for it and now it
is even more difficult.

Mr. Becker asked: You say you have no money 1o spend on the building but if you are going 1o
ioke it down thal is going 1o cost something. It will cost a lot of money 1o loke a building of that
size apart and use the stone for something else. Why not put money intfo lixing it up and use ihe

building?

Mr. Mazur stoled: As our allorney staled, we are doing a cost onalysis on that ond | don't know
ihe answer to that.

Mr. Becker sialed: Plus once it is designated you mighl be able 1o get grant money that you
might nol have gotien if you lear ihe building down.

Mr. Mazur stated: But il we don't get the grant money, the building siill sits there. | om jusi saying
il has been there emply for a lot of years. | do nof wanli 1o argue about il. The reality of if is the
building has been emply for a lol of years.

4 Public-Nancy Madacsi staled: | am on the Board of Trusiees with the Sussex County
Communily College. | am also the retired direcior of ihe library at Centenary College. | would
ke you fo think about Hocketistown and that saved building wilh the big golden dome.
Centenary put the money inio that big golden dome building and it is the ploce people come
to visit. When ihey come 1o Hacketistown they wonder around the compus 1o see 1hot building
os well as atiracling studenis. The siudents feel a wonderful sense of history when they visit this
type of site. This building has wonderful possibilities. The one thing that is missing in the Slale of
New lersey is a Historical Preservation program. We are one of the few slates where there ore
no programs to allow a student 1o focus on preservation ond ihis could be a possibility 1o
implement a program along with an enhanced history progrom for Sussex County. As we know
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tourism is very important and heritage tourism is becoming more and more important in the
Siate. We have a gentleman by the name of Jefirey Stoban who does Sussex County Excursions
on Facebook and has 5.000 followers and he focuses on the herifage of 1his County. This could
be a wonderful draw that we could use for people to come and visit and see a fine example
where Sussex County doesn't follow Ihe stale like Gray Stone and just tear it down and build o
patio and call it Horton Mansion patio bul inslead create something ihat s meaningtul and

significant.

5th Public- Wayne LeVante, 5 East Stuart Street sioled: | am a big coliector so | value hisiory but |
am olso a finance guy, a money guy and | can see both sides 1o this. | would like to add to the
conversation thal at the Council meeting we are facing the some problem with the firehouse
where it is an old building, you siart renovaling it and you really don't know what you are going
io uncover. The problem is government hos 1o pay 3 limes thoi o private cilizen would have fo
pay to renovaie that building. That is a big delerent to gelfing the job done. 1 see where lhe
college is coming from as far as invesling those dollars in education. | hope you reolly consider
ihe tax payers of Newion and Sussex County when you make your decision. .

&ih Public- Ed Fritsch, President of the Sparla Mislorical Society and on the Board of Trusiees for
the Sussex County Hislorical Sociely and also head a group newly formed called the History
aliance. We have identified now 40 different historical sociefies and historical inferest groups
through the County and adjocent o the County such as Waterloo Vilage being right on the
border. There are many olher groups thal are interesied and have come into our history
dliance. We have people here from Vernon, Franklin, Sparia ond Wanaque. We have an
organization whose focus is 10 preserve history. We formed this group about a year ago. the
enthusiasm has been tremendous. We have gotien such good response here within the County
io preserve history. The idea siarted with the Alms House as you know is a goner. There have .
been other historical siles that have been so quielly taken down thal people didn't even know it
until the next morning. We would like 1o ask your suppor in preserving this program because so
many people have been efiected by how it has negatively been done in the past so we had
ask for your positive support in this regord.

7 Public- Ernest Hemshot, | live on Woodside Avenue. | am a praclicing atiorney in town. | am
a trusiee on the Stilwaolter Historical Sociely and a trustee on the Walpack Historical Society.
Everybody knows what hoppen 1o Walpack and the tfravesty in that fown in regards 1o historic
structures. Hisioric siructures can't be 1aken lightly because once they are gone, they are gone
forever. | am wondering what harm comes 1o the college either tinancial or otherwise if this
designation is given by the Town of Newlon. Will it prevent ihe college from faking it down or
olherwise spending money on ii2 Do any Board members know whal the impact will be if you
designate it as a locatl historic sile?

Mr. McCabe staled: Based on the ordinance, it would require the college 1o provide
justification for the demolifion of the designaled historic site. There are certoin criteria that
would have to be addressed. One of them would be if the building were so struciurally unsound
that the construction official would make applicotion a determination. There are other issues
thal would have 1o be aoddressed. Whether or not the building has hisioric signilicance and
whether or not the building is of such culiural significance that if it were to be demolished would
it leave such a void in the cullural fabric of the communily thal it would be defrimental to ihe
community as a whole. That would be some of the criterio that would hove 1o be addressed by
ihe college in terms of their petition 1o the Historic Preservation Commission in order 1o get
approval 1o demolish it. Obviously, based on our ordinance nol only does the commission get
involved with this but also the Planning Board would have 1o hear the case and ratity the
recommendotiions of the commission. So yes, there is a requirement thal they would provide
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that kind of repori and it would be done by an archilectural historian and/or o structural
engineer who has experience in historic struciures. You don't want a bridge engineer, a septic
engineer; you don't wont o highway engineer but a structural engineer who is experienced in
this type of work.

Mr. Fritsch asked: If it is designated as you want it io be and for whalever reason there are no
granis and no money, noihing con be done and years go by, then the college could make an
applicalion to the Town lo say no one is spending a dime on ihis building, it is faling apart,
meeting the crileria that you jusi enuncioted we would like permission o lake it down. Could
they get thal permission?

Mr. McCabe siated: Thal is a possibility.

Mr. Fritsch stoted: So it won't necessarily harm the college if the designation is made by ihe
Historic Commission and this Town?

Mr. McCabe stated: Correct.

g Public -Theodore Laabs, PHD, | have worked in different community colleges in difterent paris.
The discussion and the argumenit is Irying to find out both sides of the siory and then the issue.
So far we have been talking about both sides. First, the preservation of the building tor historical
records; how that is a good idea. Second, do not preserve the building because financially for
marketing purposes, our money, finances do not justify that preservation. The college is currenily
looking into o plen to decide how ihey are going to furn the building into the way most buildings
go, info a parking loi and an empty area. Thal brings us down 1o the financial end oi it. The
Stale Historical Commission had some workshops awhile back and in those workshops they
showed sorme excellent pictures of communities of other areas of the way they looked and how
ihey look now. The condilions were ienible and very expensive. However, they did some
historical preservalion on those buildings for the community. The financial condition of those
communities allracted people from ait over and it improved. Pari of the documentation
showed this. So learing il down and remodeling it the cost of doing ihal, what are we looking at
in ferms of cosi?2 This becomeas one issue that we are arguing oboul, ithe cosi factor that the
college is currenlily lacing. The college is facing other cost factors. They need lootball coaches,
they need a parking lot, and they need other conditions. | understand from what | have heard
fonight that monies ond condifions are raised oulside of the college and that the condilion of
ihe building could improve ii. We are iaking about a community college. This college along
with the Horlon Mansion has a loi of history. The history is combined with Don Bosco Coliege.
Whal is the signilicance of this2 Whai does it show aboul the community and the community's
ability 1o create a community college on this site? Who was Mr. Horlong What did he contribute,
what is the significance of this2 The purpose of that building siarls o set the purpose of
ecducation within this County. This is o significant area. Whatl are we leaching our children?
Don't bother leaming hisiory it is not important. What is imporiant, money?2 The money we have
now. Is thal what a college is cbout? s thai the direction we wani to go¢ Do we want o
markel the college? Fine, then renovate the building because, like Cape May you will have
people coming in they will be respecting the area. Why aren't you drawing studenise Why ore
you in a deficil progrom? What do you decide to do with it Here you have a very important
purpose, o historical structure that unifies the County, that puts logether ihe hislory of how if
wenl and If you remodel i1, if you pick it up you now have a marketing project you can do out
there. Where does the money come from2 Where does it come irom ony hisiorical
preservation? With all due respect, | think we should extend our argument here on the
preservation of ihe building ond maoke it a centerpiece for ihe college because this where 1he
college can grow.,
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oth public - Alex Everiit, | am a resident of Lalayeite. | was born al Newion Memorial Hospital. |
om a graduate of Newion High School. | have worked in Newion. Newion is still the center of
civilization for me in Sussex County and since 1939 | have seen just about everything imporiant in
sussex County disappear. | wani lo compliment Mr. Laabs for talking about the college. 1 am
mainly here o address the three gentlemen from the college. In my lifefime, | have seen ihe
faciories disappear. | have seen the 1000 real farms of Sussex County disappear. | have seen
ihe zinc mines disappear. To me there is only one valuable thing I would fike 1o mention in Sussex
County and thot is the County College. When | graduated from high school your only option
was fo go away and il was very expensive. | have seen the college grow during the past 20
years. People ol ihe college should appreciale how valuable they ore and the culture they
have and an importani cullural building on their campus and they shouldn't Think of destroying
it. Economic fimes come and go.

10 Public - Dorothy Hariman staled: | am a public historion and historic preservation
professional living in Moniague in the Millvile Naiional Hisioric District. | have known Wayne for
many years. | would like to.add my sentiments o those who talk about creaiing a sense of
place in preserving the Horlon Mansion and making it a showcase ol ihe campus and creating
for the students that they have come from some ploce and ii storls right here on your campus. |
would like 1o address the issue of grani funding. In my career, | have worked al Walerl6o; | have
been involved in the preservation of the buildings ot Ellis Island on the New Jersey side. | have a
lot of experience with gronis. There are numerous grants available fo support this type of
projeci. The National Registered nomination itself which has noi yet been completed could be
funded through a grani from ihe NJ Historical Commission Project Grant. Many have been
written like 1hal. Following that the NJ Historical Trust has a number of planning grants and
consiruction grants well into the millions of dollars thal require a certain maich to them bui the
bulk of the money can come from the NJ Historic Trust, which is up for reauthorization. There is
money oul ihere for buildings thai are designaled on the National Register. | really encourage
* the college 1o look into that kind of option for this kind of building. | encourage the college 1o
move the Senalor's papers to another building 1o keep them safe. The granis are out there. It is
not that ditficull 1o write an application and 1 think in this cose with the importance of this
building in Sussex County that there would be some success in that.

11% Public - Anwar Qarmoul, Newton, | am a lilile shocked that a building of this magnitude of
our hislory wasn'i address in 1982 when the Counly bought 12 Why weren'l there Deed
resiriclions2 |f there are, why are we talking about it that we are going to demolish it. | am sure
the players back ihen must have considered thal someday, somebady is going fo come in and
do something different than what it was designed. | om sure that there are some documents
preventing them from demolishing this building. | con't imagine thal something of this
magnitude can be written off for $4,000,000 and you can do whatever you want 1o do with it
Maybe someone can give me some idea of why isn't there any language ihat would protect
ihis?2 | have seen redl esiate, | have bought real esiate, | have sold estale and there are deed
restrictions to all sorts of things.

Mr. Gavin staled: This was boughi wilh Slate money. | don'l think ihis issue had ever been
oddressed by the County College. The whole campus was boughi by the Stale. | don’t believe
there is any deed restriction.

Mr. Qarmoud staled: Can we look ol ihe documenis and not go by our cuirent thinking and
assuming that there is nol. Once thai bulldozer goes down, it doesn't matter what the
documents say. It is down. | would like to maoke sure thal everything was done before thoi
mighl happen. Maybe ihere is a document. | don't know if it is possible 1o do some research. |
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ihink this is an important building. | think we need to consider this carefully ond not lel thermn fake
it down. | am aclually shocked thal 1hey are not using it 1o its fullest extincl. 1 1houghi 1hai is
where the president's office should be. 1jusl don't understand that they would not spend the
maney to preserve this beautiful landmark.

Mr. Becker sloied: They obviously don't have ihe money to fix it up.

Mr. Qormoul stated: | don't wan! 1o argue, bul the reality of il is you do what is imporiant to
you. If they decided that it is imporiant, | can guaraniee that they will find money everywhere,
My recommendation is 1o lind ihe documents. | don't know if there is or isn't but at least you
have done your job.

12% Public - Harry Dunlavy, my associalion with the college is that | iaught colculus at the
college. 1 was hired as @ math leacher. We have heard financials and all other iypes ol
professionals speak tanight. | decided 1o speak becouse | used to own fwo apartment buildings
in Florida so | ke money as well. | had a problem with one of them ihal is why | want you 1o be
careful il you have surveyors coming in or whatever else. | had a problem with a sewer line. |
had numerous companies coming in with varying pricing ranging from $2,000 down to $35,000.
The fourth company came in and brought comeras and put cameras down info the sewers
afler | indicaled the problem 1o him and he said here is your problem. It was a construction
problem thot siorted in the beginning of construciion. The building waos in two halves
independent of one another and 1o save money it was not connected to the main sewer. You
will have backups forever if you don't fix if. | said how much, he said $500. That ended the
problem. That is why | would fike you fo be careful whether it is the college people or the
historians or whoever. f you get people in there be careful of what they are 1elling you.

13" Public - Betly Allen, Trusiee of Franklin Historical Society. What my husband calls seek and
destroy. He said it stared out with the Cuisser Mansion. There was never any money to fix it. It
couldn'i be repaired bui there was clways money 1o teor down. We went fo the Governor
Haines in Hamburg and now thai is a fittle mini mall. It was a beautiful building before but it is
gone. We come io Franklin and we saw the Neighbor House go down. i was the ceniral place
lor all ihe aclivity of the Town. Al ihal lime, the current wanted 1o put a new borough hall there
and we ended up talking him out ol it and we renovaied the old what used to be the Sussex
County Trusl Building and made a beautiful Borough hall oul of thal. We restored an aontique
building. In the hisloric sociely we tried to stop the 1earing down of the Franklin Hospital and the
{asier we wenit, ihe faster they weni and The next think it was on the ground. I is still there. It is a
big hole in the ground and nothing has ever been done lhere. 1t was going to be a condo
project. | see that the college has an aclivity every year in May and it is an overnight Cancer
diive. We are parlicipanis in it so we go ond we siay avemight. H is run the students and
college and | can't undersiand why something like this couldn't be incorporated to save the
building. | think il is easier 1o say let's tear down; we don’i have to bother with it. | hope you do
consider keeping the building. !l you can get your siudenis motivaied to do some type of
funding raising. people do it all lime and are successiul.

Wayne McCabe siated: For aver len years there was a local fight in ihis Couniy with the State
of New Jersey regarding Cuiser Mansion. it ran between 1985 and 1994. Stale Senator Dumont
and Assemblymen Mr. Littel were able to secure money oul of the State Legisloture. Every time
we gol the allocalion and ihe governor signed off on it magically their number rose higher and
higher. It was bait and switch on their part. We were fighting a Siate enfily. October 11, 1995,
we lost Cuiser Mansion. | do not want to see another Cuiser Mansion issue especially in my
homeiown. | would hate to lose something of such stature and such significant becouse
someone wanted to lurn it into a bloody parking lot.
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| think we have the opporiunity here this evening 1o begin ihe process of proiecting that
building for now and in the fuiure. As the Presideni ol the Board of Trusiees, Glen Gavin is willing
lo sil down and ialk. | appreciote the opporiunity. We can start 1o have o diologue that will be
positive. It will allow us to explore our opiions and we will go from there. We have {o look for
building protection that we have available to us and that is our local designation and | urge 1o
take that action this evening.

Mr. Elvidge stated: | have been on the council for a while and | have seen over my years many
disagreements. | think if you keep an open mind, this will work. One of the best things thal has
happened lonight and | always feel as a Council member a lat of iimes you have an empty
gudience and you don't have any opinions so callectively as a Board what we discuss amongst
ourselves may not be what is the general feeling of 1he public when you are irying to make the
best decisian. When the public comes oul you will get all the comments wheiher they are
neqative or positive. What they do is retresh your mind. The argumenis starl changing some of
_your opinians and maybe some of ihe thoughts you though! were 100 perceni valid and realislic
change. It may be a disappoiniing meeting tonight in terms of what you are hearing but whal
you have heord from most peopie here 1onight is how imporiant they value the college. | think
the college is one of the besi things thal have ever happen to our local community. It is par of
my heritage. |learned how 1o swim there when | was o kid. | weni to summer camps there as a
kid. The college memory o me is the old college that was there. The additions have only been
ihe greatl improvemenis to the locale up there. Whai you have heord is how valued that history
is and | think you have more {riends on your side than you have enemies in an argument like this.
| think your argumeni is sironger if you ulilize the strengths of the people who have spoken
tonight because il is the history of the college and | think the building itself looks good on the
outside. | think people want {o see that there. There is a value of maintaining that as part of the
college. That building should have been parl o their capilal improvement plan on a year to
year basis. Somehow it fell off the table. Maybe it wasn't discussed or now the frend is 1o have
everything new. What you have heard here ionighi is that it is imporiont when you drive up that
road it is the first thing you see. | think our people our proud of and don't want 1o lose ii. | think
you have a strong argument and have a lot of people who don’t want to lose it. :

Ms. Caldwell siated: Within my repori there was o request for a 25 fi. perimeter ond | did have a
comment in my reporl to move it down 5H. Mr. McCabe was asking aboul 10. When | went ouid
io visit the sile, the building adjocent 1o i was probably within 25 1. | think a smaller buffer would
be a better idea. So | would like 1o chonge it 10 10 fl. The other comiment is if you support the
entire repori of recommendation or it you have any difference with the reporl, we will need to
issue o repori of your findings and provide thot 1o the Town Council, ihe Planning Board and the
Town Clerk and il will also be a decision 1o be published in the Town's newspaper and the Town
Council issues il as an ordinance.

Chairman Becker closed this public portion.,
Chairman Becker made a motion to stanl the designation of the Horfon Mansien locoled on the
Sussex County Community Campus, 1 Slate Hill Road, Block 3.01, Lol 19, Town of Newlon, Sussex,

New Jersey os a Historic Local Landmark and it will be based on the 10 fi. buffer recommended.
Mr. Kaplan seconded the motion,

AYE: Mr. Porter, Mi. Kaplan, Mrs. Schulte, Chairman Becker

CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Becker reviewed the correspondence issued to the Commission.
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QOPEN TO THE PUBLIC

No public commeni

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Kaplan made o motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Porer seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjoumned with a unanimous “aye” vote at 8:25 PM.

The nexi regular scheduled meeting will be held on Aprli 21, 2014 ot 7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Buitding.

Respectiully submitted,

Katherine Citterbarl
Historic Commission Secrelary
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