Historic Preservation Advisory Commission Meeting
Regular Meeting of May 18th, 2015 7:00 pm
The regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Advisory Commission took place on the above date. Chairman Dennis Becker read the Open Public Meetings Act and requested Commission Secretary Mrs. Citterbart to call the roll.  Commission Secretary Mrs. Citterbart stated there was a quorum.

OATH OF OFFICE

Mr. Wayne McCabe was duly sworn in as a Class B Member.

ATTENDANCE:   Mr. Porter, Mrs. Schulte, Mr. McCabe, Chairman Becker

EXCUSED:  Mr. Kaplan, Mrs. Diglio

FLAG SALUTE:  was recited. 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:

January 20, 2015

Mrs. Schulte made a motion to accept the January 20, 2015 minutes with a modification on page one from Mrs. Becker to Mr. Becker.  Mr. Porter seconded the motion.  

Aye:	Mr. Porter, Mr. Kaplan, Mrs. Schulte, Mr. Becker

Abstained:	Mr. McCabe

NEW BUSINESS

EBI Project #6115002064
Newton 3/24735
69 Sparta Avenue

Mr. McCabe distributed two historic photos of the H.W. Merriam Factory showing the original water tower and stated that the first photo is taken from the railroad side on the east end looking toward the west of the back of the Merriam Shoe Factory building.  It is postmarked 1909 and taken in 1906 or 1907.  The second photo is in color and was taken in 1910, the year they built the six story brick tower and replaced the metal structural tower that supported the water tank on top of it.  

He states that the pill box made out of R/C friendly material that EBI is proposing on the top of the building is historically incorrect and doesn’t fit architecturally with the building.  He spoke with Megan Ricks Gomez from EBI and asked if it would be possible to put up a simulated wood water tank with the same R/C friendly material to replace what was there at one time that was historically correct and what would better visually fit for this.  She said that she is not a member of their design team but if that is our desire, to relay that to her in correspondence and she would pass that word on accordingly.  Mr. McCabe did send her a copy of the colored photograph so she knew what we are talking about.  She did not seem objectionable to that.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The one thing that is the same between the two designs is they call for an R/F friendly decorative hand rail.  But on the color photograph you’ll see there is a railing around the top of the brick structure as well.  So there is that compatibility between their design and what was.  They would just simply have to replace the pill box with the tank.

Kathy Citterbart asked was it there before?  Are they just simply replacing it?
Wayne McCabe replies Yes.  The only thing that really will be different is down in the center area and set back will be all their ground based equipment that will have to be fenced off.  They will be running up a proposed transmission cable and generally what they do is they’ll hide it inside of a 6x6 faux aluminum stormwater leader so it looks like it is part of the building.  I think that if we were to encourage this location of the cells, this is the best way to hide it.   I have had experience in Mt. Holly where they put it in a church steeple.  They had to enlarge the windows to allow the radio frequency transmissions.  They didn’t have to change anything on the church steeple.  Everyone was happy.  

Mr. McCabe stated that the lettering will be requested too.  It will say H.W. Merriam Shoe Co.

Mrs. Schulte asked:  what materials will they use?

Mr. McCabe answers: a plastic of some sort.  R/F friendly.  No windows required.  As long as it’s painted to look like it has the bands around it.  It had the wood stains and the metal bands all the way up to secure it.  It’s basically like a humongous barrel.  As long as they do that and they paint H.W. Merriam Shoe Co. on it we will be happy.

Mrs. Citterbart asks – ordinance now or as it was then?

Mr. McCabe answers – as it was.  If you take a look at the tower it is 16 ft sq so if you just extrapolate that the cylinder itself goes up 16 ft it gives them more room than they have now so if they want to do co location inside for other people it’s already built-in capacity.  Which means that they can double or triple their rent that they get for this site.

Mrs. Schulte asks – do they need windows?

Mr. McCabe answers – no.  All their material states R/F friendly.

Mr. Becker asks – do they need a beacon light?

Mr. McCabe answers – I don’t think so.  The smoke stack that’s nearby is taller than that and that does not have a beacon on it.  It would be an FAA regulation.  (When we send a carbon copy to the State Preservation Office.)  When I spoke to her today I told her that my Board for the County Historical Society is also going to be acting on this but it won’t be until June so I’ll send her a note saying that it won’t be until this date but after that you will have comments from us.  And our comments here will replicate it.  So it will be two agencies one at the County level and one here that will be coming on them so that will give them some food to chew on for awhile.

Just for the record the tower that we’re discussing in color was constructed in 1910 as one of the last editions to that whole complex.  

Mr. McCabe made a motion:
We have formally reviewed the application requesting comment from EBI Consulting regarding the property at 69 Sparta Avenue in Newton which is the former Merriam Shoe Factory.  They are proposing to install a cell tower unit for Verizon Wireless at the top of the former water tower structure in the middle of the building.  Instead of the four sided short pill box with a simulated slate roof we are proposing that the original 1910 water tank be replicated instead and with the design such that it looks like the banded wood water tank with the letters painted on the side  H.W. Merriam Shoe Co. and that it would follow the design shown in the color postcard from 1910 that we have in front of us.  The lettering should be on both sides.  One facing east and one west.  
Mr. Becker seconded the motion

AYE: Mr. Porter, Mrs. Schulte, Mr. McCabe, Mr. Becker 

CORRESPONDENCE:

Mr. Becker referenced the correspondence that was in the packets.

DISCUSSION:

The Certified Local Government grant application through the State Preservation Office is due in October.  We have to decide what we want to spend money on.  The first one we did was a replica of the Farmer’s Journal & Almanac that was posted after the American Revolution in Newton.  The CLG has funded $150K worth of projects for us.  i.e. archaeological inventory, published books, seminars for homeowners.  Mr. McCabe will provide a list of historical CLG money and his suggestions for upcoming training.

Mrs. Citterbart stated that Mrs. Millikin has always submitted for them.

Mr. McCabe stated that he is certified to do the annual required training.  Training is mandated by Board.  We need to make sure it’s completed before we submit a grant application.  All members of Commission have to attend training sessions twice a year on issues relating to what we do as a Commission.  For example, you can have someone come in to discuss how to restore windows, or the law and preservation or how historic preservation can benefit people economically through their homes and businesses.  There is no end to what you can do.  Take a look at alternate list.

Mr. McCabe raised concerns about windows being approved with alternate materials that don’t first get approved by the Historic Commission.

Discussion ensued on dilapidated properties on Main Street and Woodside Avenue.  Perhaps code enforcement can look into it.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

No public comment

ADJOURNMENT:

Mr. McCabe made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Schulte seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned with a unanimous “aye” vote at 8:05 PM.  
The next regular scheduled meeting will be held on June 15, 2015 at 7:00 PM in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building.

Respectfully submitted,




Katherine Citterbart
Historic Commission Secretary 
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