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The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton was held in person 

and via Zoom on the above date at 7:00 pm.   Present were Mr. Couce, Mr. Dickson (via 

videoconferencing), Deputy Mayor Teets, Mayor Schlaffer, Kathryn A. Alcock, Deputy 

Municipal Clerk, and Thomas S. Russo, Jr., Town Manager.  Dominic DiYanni, Esq., Town 

Attorney and Monica B. Miebach, CFO (via telephone), were also present.  Mrs. Diglio 

was excused.  

Mayor Schlaffer then made the following declaration “in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this Regular meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 3, 2022.” 

Mayor Schlaffer led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the Deputy Clerk 

called the roll.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Upon motion by Mr. Couce seconded by Mr. Dickson and carried, the minutes for 

the September 14, 2022 Regular meeting were approved as presented.  Mrs. Teets 

abstained. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 At this time, Mayor Schlaffer read the following statement:  

“At this point in the meeting, the Town Council welcomes comments from any member 

of the public on any topic.  To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the 

opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers are asked to take one turn at 

the microphone and please limit their comments to 3 minutes.  The Municipal Clerk will 

keep time.  If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a 

copy to the Clerk’s Office after making your comments so it may be properly reflected 

in the minutes. Council may choose to comment after the entire public portion has 

concluded.  Please state your name and address for the record.”  

 Mayor Schlaffer opened the meeting to the public in attendance.   

Margaret Baldini, 10 Barry Lane came forward to ask for the proposed location of 

the EV Charging station mentioned in ordinance 2022-22.  

With no one else coming forth in person, Mayor Schlaffer opened the meeting up 

to those on Zoom. 

There being no one else from the public to be heard either in person or on Zoom, 

Mayor Schlaffer closed the meeting to the public. 
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COUNCIL & MANAGER REPORTS 

Town Manager Russo – advised Ms. Baldini the EV Charging station will be installed in Lot 

#4, Central Plaza, across from the Municipal building. 

Councilman Couce – stated the next Board of Education meeting is tomorrow night, 9/27.   

Councilman Dickson – thanked all involved in the Taste of Newton.  It was a great night.  

He also welcomed the new barber shop at 133 Spring Street, Miguel’s Magic Cuts. 

Councilwoman Diglio – excused.  

Deputy Mayor Teets – no comments. 

Mayor Schlaffer – no comments. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 

ORDINANCES  

Mayor Schlaffer read aloud the following Ordinance relative to final adoption. 
 

TOWN OF NEWTON 

ORDINANCE 2022-20 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FUNDING FOR UPGRADES AND REPLACEMENTS 
OF THE WATER FILTRATION SYSTEM FOR THE TOWN OF NEWTON AND 
APPROPRIATING $500,178 FOR SUCH PURPOSE 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE COUNTY 
OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1. The Town of Newton, in the County of Sussex, New Jersey, authorizes 
upgrades and replacements of the Water Filtration System to be undertaken, including 
all work and materials necessary therefor and incidental thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk, 
for the Town of Newton to be funded from the sources specified in Section 2 of the 
Ordinance. 

 Section 2. The amount of (a) $90,000 is hereby appropriated for the purposes 
stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance and which amount is funded from the water/sewer 
capital improvement fund; (b) $216,178.000 is hereby appropriated for the purposes 
stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance and which amount is funded from the Water 
Filtration Plant (Membranes) Reserve Fund; (c) $44,000 is hereby appropriated for the 
purposes stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance and which amount is funded from Section 
1(b) of Bond Ordinance 2022-12 (SCADA treatment system); (d) $100,000 is hereby 
appropriated for the purposes stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance and which amount is 
funded from Section 1(a) of Bond Ordinance 2022-12 (crew cab pick-ups); and (e) 
$50,000 is hereby appropriated for the purposes stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance and 
which amount is funded from Section 1(g) of Bond Ordinance 2022-12 (fire hydrant and 
valve replacement). 

 Section 3. In connection with the purpose and the amount authorized in 
Sections 1 and 2 hereof, the Town determines the purpose described in Section 1 hereof 
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is not a Current Expense and is an improvement which the Town of Newton may lawfully 
make as a general improvement. 

 Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the 
terms of this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their 
inconsistency. 

 Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon due passage and 
publication according to law. 

Mayor Schlaffer opened the meeting to the public.  

There being no one from the public to be heard, the Mayor closed the meeting to 

the public. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Couce, who moved its 

adoption, seconded by Mrs. Teets and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes  Mr. Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio Excused Deputy Mayor Teets Yes 

Mayor Schlaffer Yes 

This Ordinance will take effect after publication and adoption according to law.  

 

 Mayor Schlaffer read aloud the following Ordinance relative to introduction. 
 

ORDINANCE 2022-21 

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 2020-10 FINALLY 
ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, NEW JERSEY ON 
JUNE 22, 2020 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Teets who moved its 

introduction, seconded by Mr. Couce and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes  Mr. Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio Excused Deputy Mayor Teets Yes 

Mayor Schlaffer Yes 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on the same to be held on 
Wednesday, October 12, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 
 
 Mayor Schlaffer read aloud the following Ordinance relative to introduction. 

 

ORDINANCE #2022-22 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $280,000 FOR 
THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF AN ELECTRIC VEHICLE 
CHARGING STATION IN AND BY THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE 
COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
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$266,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWN FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION 

 
The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Couce who moved its 

introduction, seconded by Mr. Dickson and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes  Mr. Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio Excused Deputy Mayor Teets Yes 

Mayor Schlaffer Yes 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on the same to be held on 
Wednesday, October 12, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Mayor Schlaffer read the following statement: 
 
 “All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-
controversial by the Town Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so requests, in which case 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the Agenda.” 
 

Mr. Russo then reviewed the consent agenda items.  
  
Mayor Schlaffer asked if any member of the Council would like to pull a Resolution 

for discussion.   

RESOLUTION #210-2022 

“Resolution of the Town of Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, Granting 
Authority for Approval of Certain Purchases in Excess of the Bid Threshold Through New 

Jersey State Contracts and/or Purchasing Cooperatives for 2022” 

WHEREAS, a need exists for the acquisition of various goods and services 
contained within cooperative contracts and over the bid threshold as aggregation of 
commodities, for the daily operations of the Town of Newton; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton may, without advertising for bids, purchase such 
materials through the New Jersey State Purchase and Property State Contracts and other 
approved Regional Cooperative Purchasing Systems of which the Town of Newton is a 
member, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12, and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29 et. 
Seq.; and  

WHEREAS, under the State Cooperative Contract, or designated Regional 
Cooperative Contract award, the following vendors hold valid cooperative contracts in 
accord with the New Jersey Local Publics Contract Law. 

Vendor Contract # T-Number Title 
Term 

Expiration 

Custom Bandag 
(Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Co.) 

socCC-
0016-21 

 Tires, Tubes and Services 
6/22/2023 

 

 
20-TELE-
01510 

M0003 
Software License & Related 

Service 
5/24/2026 
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Dell 

Dell 
19-TELE-
00656 

M0483 
Computer Equipment and 

Peripherals 
7/31/2023 

Eagle Point Gun 
17-FLEET-

00721 
T0106 

Law Enforcement Firearms 
Equipment and Supplies 

5/31/2023 

Firefighter One LLC 
17-FLEET-

00807 
T0790 

Police Security Equipment and 
Supplies 

6/14/2023 

Firefighter One LLC 
17-FLEET-

00734 
T-0106 

Police Security Equipment and 
Supplies 

5/14/2023 

WB Mason 
33-OCCPS-

2022-003 
Stafford Office supplies 5/18/2024 

WB Mason 
ESCNJ 
21/22-22 

ESCNJ Office Supplies 1/31/2023 

Motorola Solutions 83909 T0109 
Radio Communications 

Equipment and Accessories 
4/30/2023 

ELITE EMERGENCY 
SERVICES 

17-FLEET-
00749 

 
EMERGENCY LIGHTING AND 

OTHER VEHICLE ACCESSORIES 
5/14/2023 

AXON Enterprises 
17-FLEET-

00738 
T0106 Police Equipment/ Tasers 5/14/2023 

SHI 
NJCPA 22-

24 
 

Computer Equipment & 
Peripherals 

6/1/2024 

Rachel/ Michelle’s Oil  T0083 
Unleaded Automotive 

Gasoline 
10/31/2024 

Taylor Oil 
17-FOOD-

00393 
T0077 Number 2 Heating Fuel Oil 6/30/2023 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

The Qualified Purchasing Agent (QPA), upon receipt of an identified need and direction 
from the Town, is hereby authorized to approve purchases in the aggregate over the bid 
threshold from the list of approved cooperative contracts, through New Jersey State 
Contracts and/or Purchasing Cooperatives, to which the Town of Newton is a member 
without further action from Council, provided that funds are available to cover the 
expenditure.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, purchase approvals made by the Qualified Purchasing 
Agent (QPA) by virtue of the adoption of this Resolution shall be subject to the provisions 
and requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. and that 
no amount of any contract shall be in excess of the bid threshold in a single purchase or 
the aggregate without express individual resolutions authorizing such cooperative 
purchases by contract number. 

RESOLUTION #211-2022 

Amendment to the Capital Budget 

WHEREAS, the local capital budget for the year 2022 was adopted on the 28th day of 
March, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said capital budget section; 



September 26, 2022 

6 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, County 
of Sussex, the following amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of Capital 
Fund be made; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in 
the Office of the Director of Local Government Services. 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that this is a true copy of a resolution amending the capital budget 
section adopted by the Town Council on the 26 day of September, 2022. 

RESOLUTION #212-2022 

  “Authorizing Award of Fire Apparatus Repair Bid 8-2022 to Firefighter One” 

WHEREAS, a need exists for the repair of fire apparatus for the Town of Newton Fire 
Department; and 

WHEREAS, the Town advertised and received bids in a fair and open manner 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et. Seq.; and  

WHEREAS, the Town received two (2) public bids for Bid #8-2022 on August 25, 2022, 
at 9:00 A.M.; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest apparent bidder was determined to be Firefighter One, 34 
Wilson Drive, Sparta, New Jersey, 07871 with a bid of: 

Rate per hour  $125.00 

Markup on Parts 35% Includes Shipping 

          Planned Funding Services for Current Year 2022
2 3 4 5a 5b 5c 5d 5f Total Funded

Project Project Num. Est. Total Amt. Res. 2022 Budget Capital Capital Grants in Debt In Future 

Cost In Prior Years Appropriation Improvement Surplus Aid/Other Authorized Year

Fund Fund

Dog Park 2022-23 45,000.00$               45,000.00$     

Fire Museum 2022-24 25,000.00$               17,617.88$     7,382.12$            

Memory Pk Add'l 2022-25 1,445,000.00$          1,445,000.00$      

EV Charging Station 2022-26 280,000.00$             14,000.00$          266,000.00$       

 Total All Projects 1,795,000.00$          62,617.88$     21,382.12$          266,000.00$       1,445,000.00$      

1 2 3 4 Capital 

Project Project Num. Est. Total Estimated Improvement

Cost Completion Fund 2022 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Time Budget

Dog Park 2022-23 45,000.00 2023 45,000.00$     

Fire Museum 2022-24 25,000.00 2022 7,382.12$       17,617.88$     

Memory Pk Add'l 2022-25 1,445,000.00 2023-24 1,445,000.00$     

EV Charging Station 2022-26 280,000.00 2023 14,000.00$     266,000.00$        

 Total All Projects 1,795,000.00 21,382.12$     62,617.88$     1,711,000.00$     

SIX YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2022 TO 2027
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

5. Funding Amounts Per Year

 CAPITAL BUDGET (Current Year Action)
2022

1

2 4 5 6
Project Estimated Capital Capital Grants In 

Total Cost Current Year Future Years Improv. Surplus Aid-Other
Fund Funds General Self-Liquid. Assessment School

Dog Park 45,000.00$       45,000.00$     
Fire Museum 25,000.00$       7,382.12$     17,617.88$     
Memory Pk Add'l 1,445,000.00$  1,445,000.00$  
EV Charging Station 280,000.00$     14,000.00$   266,000.00$   
 Total All Projects 1,795,000.00$  21,382.12$   328,617.88$   1,445,000.00$  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of Local Government Services.

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that this is a true copy of a resolution amending the capital budget section adopted by the Town Council on the 
26 day of September, 2022.

SIX YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2022 - 2027 
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS

Budget Appropriation
3 7 Bonds and Notes
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Aerial Testing = $2,295.00 

UL Pump Testing = $1,295.00; and 

WHEREAS, Firefighter One was determined to be the lowest responsible bidder, 
consistent with N.J.S.A.40A:11-4.1.; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Town Council of the Town of Newton hereby awards a two (2) year contract 
to Firefighter One for Bid 8-2022 Fire Apparatus repair. 

2. The Town Manager and Municipal Clerk are authorized to execute contracts with 
Firefighter One consistent with all the tenets as contained within Bid 8-2022. 

 

RESOLUTION #213-2022 

“Concur with the Town Manager’s Appointment of School Crossing Guards for 2022-2023 
School Year” 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Statute 40A:9-154.1 states “The governing body, or the chief 
executive, or the chief administrative officer, as appropriate to the form of government 
of any municipality, may appoint adult school crossing guards for terms not exceeding 
one year…”; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
this Governing Body concurs with the Town Manager’s appointment of the following 
individuals as School Crossing Guards for the 2022-2023 school year.  

Cindy Bailey 
Carol Blanchard 
Peter Cannarozzi 
Carolyn Dippel 

George Edwards 
Walter Hugg 

Edward Kampka 
Harry Kaplan 

Peter Kays 
Barbara Philips 
Richard Pisani 

Charles Reynolds, Jr. 
George Seyfarth 

Louis Slamer 
Ruth Stang 
Steven Stoll 
Robert Teets 

 

RESOLUTION #214-2022 

“Resolution Approving Vacation & Sick Leave Time Payout for Richard Straway” 

WHEREAS, Richard Straway, Road Foreman with the Town of Newton, retires 
effective September 30, 2022 and is entitled to payout for unused and accrued vacation 
& sick leave time pursuant to applicable law, Town ordinances, United Public Service 
Employees Union (UPSEU) Agreement, and the Town of Newton Personnel Policy and 
Procedures Manual and Employee Handbook; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Council authorizes the following payout 
for unused and accrued vacation & sick leave to Richard Straway as follows: 
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EMPLOYEE    RETIREMENT DATE   PAYOUT TOTAL 

Richard Straway   September 30, 2022   $22,147.80 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that appropriate Town employees are hereby authorized 
to make the payments set forth above, with any required revisions to the payout 
amounts. 

RESOLUTION #215-2022 

Amendment to the Water/Sewer Capital Budget 

WHEREAS, the local Water/Sewer capital budget for the year 2022 was adopted on the 
28th day of March, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said capital budget section; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, County 
of Sussex, the following amendment(s) to the adopted capital budget section of 
Water/Sewer Capital Fund be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in 
the Office of the Director of Local Government Services. 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that this is a true copy of a resolution amending the capital budget 
section adopted by the Town Council on the 26th day of September, 2022. 

          Planned Funding Services for Current Year 2022
2 3 4 5a 5b 5c 5d 5f Total Funded

Project Project Num. Est. Total Amt. Res. 2022 Budget Capital Capital Grants in Debt In Future 

Cost In Prior Years Appropriation Improvement Surplus Aid/Other Authorized Year

Fund Fund

Sewer Line Repairs - ARP funded U-15 $485,000.00 $65,331.43 419,668.57$        

Lower Glen Lk BO Valve U-16 $50,000.00 $2,500.00 47,500.00$     

Chem Rm WTP, Plumbing & Piping U-17 $65,000.00 $3,500.00 $61,500.00

 Total All Projects $600,000.00 $0.00 $71,331.43 $419,668.57 $109,000.00

1 2 3 4 5

Project Project Num. Est. Total Estimated Cap. Improvement

Cost Completion Fund 2022 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Time Budget

Sewer Line Repairs U-15 $485,000.00 2023 $65,331.43 $419,668.57

Lower Glen Lk BO Valve U-16 $50,000.00 2023 $2,500.00 47,500.00$       

Chem Rm WTP, Plumbing & P. U-17 $65,000.00 2023 $3,500.00 61,500.00$       

 Total All Projects $600,000.00 $71,331.43 419,668.57 109,000.00       

SIX YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2022 TO 2027
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

Funding Amounts Per Year

WATER/SEWER CAPITAL BUDGET (Current Year Action)
2022

1

2 4 5 6
Project Estimated Capital Capital Grants In 

Total Cost Current Year Future Years Improv. Surplus Aid-Other
Fund Funds General Self-Liquid. Assessment School

0
0
0
0
0
Sewer Line Repairs $485,000.00 $65,331.43 $419,668.57
Lower Glen Lk BO Valve $50,000.00 $2,500.00 47,500.00$       
Chem Rm WTP, Plumbing & P. $65,000.00 $3,500.00 61,500.00$       
 Total All Projects $600,000.00 $71,331.43 $419,668.57 109,000.00$     

SIX YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM 2022 - 2027
SUMMARY OF ANTICIPATED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS

Budget Appropriation
3 7 Bonds and Notes
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RESOLUTION #216-2022 

“Approve Bills and Vouchers for Payment” 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that payment is hereby 
approved for all vouchers that have been properly authenticated and presented for 
payment, representing expenditures for which appropriations were duly made in the 
2021 and 2022 Budgets adopted by this local Governing Body, including any emergency 
appropriations, and where unexpended balances exist in said appropriation accounts 
for the payment of such vouchers. 
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A motion was made by Mrs. Teets to approve the COMBINED ACTION 

RESOLUTIONS, it was seconded by Mr. Dickson and roll call resulted as follows:  

Mr. Couce Yes Mr. Dickson  Yes 
(abstain on check #6850) 
 
Mrs. Diglio Excused Deputy Mayor Teets Yes 
   
 

Mayor Schlaffer Yes 

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

 Mayor Schlaffer opened the meeting to the public. 

There being no one from the public to be heard in person, the Mayor opened the 

meeting up to Zoom attendees.   
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Ludmilla Mecaj, 9 Madison Street asked where the EV Charging station will be 

located and will there be a fee for charging.  

Helen Le Frois, 132 Main Street attended an open house preview of the upcoming 

Inn on Trinity.  Is excited to see a historic property being restored and potentially utilized 

as lodging which will meet a need in the area.   

There being no one else from the public to be heard either in person or on Zoom, 

Mayor Schlaffer closed the meeting to the public. 

DISCUSSION –  None. 

COUNCIL MANAGER COMMENTS 

 The Town Manager indicated the location of the EV Charging station will be in Lot 

#4, Central Plaza, across from the Municipal building.  There will be fees for charging.  An 

ordinance will be drafted with legal counsel to determine the appropriate fees.   

Councilman Couce added that the funds for the EV Charging station will 

ultimately be reimbursed with grant money so it will not be a debt for the Town.   

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None. 

ADJOURMENT 

There being no further business to be conducted, upon motion of Mr. Couce 

seconded by Mrs. Teets and unanimously carried, the regular meeting was adjourned at 

7:17pm.  

       Respectfully submitted,  

 
Kathryn E. Alcock 

Deputy Municipal Clerk 


