December 18, 2023
The regular meeting of the Newton Historic Preservation Commission was held at the Town Hall on December 18, 2023. Chairman Porter called the meeting to order at 7:03pm. Chairman Porter stated that proper notice had been given for this meeting in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

Chairman Porter led the Salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL 
Mr. Porter – present  				Mr. Kaplan – present  
Ms. Schulte – present 				Mr. Finkle – present 		

Also present: Dominic Di Yanni, HPC Attorney, Jessica Caldwell HPC Planner, Kerry Brown, HPC Secretary, Helen Le Frois, Town Council Liaison

MINUTES
Mr. Kaplan made a motion to approve the minutes of July 24, 2023 meeting. Ms. Shulte seconded the motion. 
AYE: Mr. Kaplan, Ms. Schulte, Mr. Finkle, Chairman Porter


NEW BUSINESS
113 Main Street, LLC
113 Main Street, Block 14.01, Lot 5, T-5 Zone
Exterior renovations (siding, windows, shutters, roof)

Matthew Lynch, Attorney for the Applicant 
Jorge Rivera, Owner
Gerado Osorio, Architect for the applicant

Mr. Lynch stated that his client is seeking approval to convert the existing building which dates back to 1815 into residential apartments. Mr. Lynch provided an outline of the design waivers his client is requesting. 

Mr. Rivera outlined the following proposals:
Roof - looking to replace the existing slate roof with a synthetic slate-like roof. Mr. Rivera stated the cost to replace the slate is astronomical. The copper ice edge will be removed, repaired and replaced. 
Siding – looking to replace the cedar wood siding with a white wood-like vinyl siding.
Windows – looking to replace the existing windows with windows of the same size, and would be double pane. The windows will have 1.5 inch trim around all windows. The existing window patterns will remain.
Shutters – will be replacing with the same style and color.
Front Porch – will be replaced with Aztec same color and style. The tin roof over porch will be removed, repaired as necessary and replaced. The copper J moldings will be repaired and replaced. 
Chimney – will not be removed, may need to be repaired as needed.
Back porch – railings would be replaced. 
Landscaping – will remain and will be trimmed as needed.
Front door – would be scrapped and repainted the same color. The glass frame around the door will remain.  The pillars on the porch will remain.
Smaller front porch area – blue stone to remain, may need to replace broken pieces. 
The front yard sign will be removed. 
The air conditioning mini splits will be through the basement. 
The exposed brick on the side of the house will remain exposed.

Wayne Mc Cabe, 125 High Street, Newton
Mr. Mc Cabe asked questions regarding the siding, down spouts, windows and lighting.

Mr. Rivera stated the down spouts would be fluted style. Mr. Rivera also stated the windows would be double hung and mimic the existing patterns and the lighting would stay the same. 

Lisa Holder, 63 Ryerson Avenue, Newton
Ms. Holder wanted to know the reason the slate roof was not being replaced with slate. Ms. Holder also wanted to make sure the chimneys were staying in place. 

Mr. Finkle stated that he was very impressed with Mr. Rivera’s attention to the structure and was happy with the proposed alterations. 

Mr. Kaplan made a motion to approve the application as presented. Ms. Schulte seconded the motion. 
AYE: Mr. Kaplan, Ms. Schulte, Mr. Finkle, Chairman Porter


Spring Street Liquors
110 Spring Street, Block 8.08, Lot 18, T-5 Zone
Exterior façade renovations
Presented by Jessica Caldwell-Dykstra – NPP Storefront Façade Grant Program

Jessica Caldwell-Dykstra, Planner for the Town of Newton

Ms. Caldwell-Dykstra presented the Commission with a color rendering of the façade changes for Spring Street Liquors. Ms. Caldwell-Dykstra informed the Commission she has been working with the owner to update the store front and will be using NPP grant money. Ms. Caldwell-Dykstra stated additional improvements will include planters, lighting and a mural and would be more inviting overall.  
The Commission was very impressed with the proposed changes. 

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Brown provided the Commission with an update on pending applications. 

No one from the public came forward. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Kaplan and seconded by Mr. Finkle. All in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 
Kerry Brown 
Historic Preservation Commission Secretary 



