Historic Preservation Advisory Commission Meeting
Regular Meeting of June 20, 2011 7:00 pm

The regular meeting of the Hisioric Preservalion Advisory Commission 1ook place on the above
dale. Vice Chairman Harry Kaplan read the Open Public Meeting Aci and requested Board
Secrelary Mrs. Citterbord calf the roll. Board Secretary Citterbari siated there was a quorum.

FLAG SALUTE

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Kaplan, Mr. Sieinberg, Mrs. Schulte, Ms. Besi, Mr. Becker [comeinat 7:10
PM] and Mrs. Diglio

EXCUSED: Mr. Read
ABSENT: Mr. Wright

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

May 16, 2011

Mrs. Schulte made a motion to approve the minutes with the correction of Mrs. Diglio changed to
excused not absent. Ms. Best seconded the mofion.

AYE: Mr. Kaplan, Mr. Sleinberg, Mrs. Schulie, Ms. Besi

DISCUSSION

Wayne McCabe ot McCabe & Associates, Inc. gave an explanafion of a lstier dajed April 7,
2011 from Dan Saunders who is the acling direcior and administraior for Staie Historic
Preservation Office. This letfer was sent over to Pamela Garret of the DOT. it is in regards o a
project that Harold Pellow & Associales have been working on for severol years and this leler
reflects the safety improvements and operaiions to Newton Sparta Road.

Mr. McCabe continued: The segment thal is a concern to the Commission is 1he poriion of the
road improvements within the geo political jurisdiction of the town. | would like 1o talk about the
Section 106 Review. This documeni is providing a summary of a response from the Stale Historic
Preservation Office to the Deparimeni of Transporiation that is funding the study for the road
improvements that have been proposed. There was a cullural rescurce investigation
underiaken by Richard Grubb & Associates from Cranbury, NJ iast year, In thol report it oullines
an inventory of all the eligible or potential properties that are on the State of National Register of
Historic Places and how they may be adversely impacied by the proposed improvements to the
Newton Sparla Road. As parl of the Sectfion 106 Review, this was developed as a cross
checking of a balancing beiween federally funded projects and the impact it may have on
identified cultural resources.

Mr. McCabe continued: The Commission has an obligalion to do this because you are a
Cerlified Local Government Program participant and as port of the agreement between the
town and the stale is ihal you as o Commission will review any Seclion 106 activity or project
and provide your commentis and council to 1he Siate Hisioric Preservation office direcily.

Mr. McCabe continued: In this case ihey are seeking some addilional commenis on the project
thal have been indenfified through Richard Grubb's report in paricular the differeni aspeci of
what Grubb feels are the national registered qualified properties. The Commission’s responsibility
is to take a look at the report that Grubb and Associates had prepared last year knowing what
impact it will have on different buildings in our iown based on Mr. Sioner's designs and then look
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at the late 1970's inveniory of historic places. The inventory will identity buildings, siles or
structures that are historically architecturally significani. You will have a small coridor to work in
and thal is Sparia Avenue. If you loock at that section of the inveniory and compare that 1o
what the report shows you will have a betier undersianding of whot resources you have in order
o moke thal report back 1o the SHP's office. By faking a look af Mr. Stoner's design you will know
what buildings are involved and then take a look af the report that Richard Grubb & Associales
prepared and then lake a loock ol the inveniory we have on file in Mrs. Citierbori's and Mrs.
Millikin's office and fthen from that you con make your summary of your own knowledge of the
situation on ground and than sending that letter to the SHPO. That is part of ihe responsibility
thal you have here. There is nothing complicated about it. 1 is just saying what we know to
exisl, these are the documenis that we have in hand and this is something we wonied 1o bring
to your attention as part of cur chligafion of the 104 Review.

Miss Cillerbart asked: Who writes the report?

Mr. McCabe staled: It can be wrillen as o Commission. If you have 2 or 3 look ai il-write
someithing, and then gei it back.

Mr. Cory Stoner, with Harold E. Pellow & Associates gave an overview of whal the projeci is all
uboul. Il goes from Woodside Avenue to Hicks Avenue right to the Town border. If is the poriion
of the roadway known as Counly Rte. 616. The project will stort al Woodside Avenue and go all
the way to R1. 181 in Sparta so it will cover the entire corridor and 3 municipalities. The biggest
aspect is they are irying fo improve various intersections such as Woodside Avenue, Diller
Avenue and Hicks Avenue and 1he business area down by the Quick Chek. | think the biggest
area of where the historic componeni came in is around the Meriom Goteway. | will get you
copies of this.

Mr. Sioner conitinued 1o give an overview of whal will be done on these roads based on Mr.
Grubb's reporl.  As the Commission you will state whether you agree wiih the report or it you
think they missed something.

Mr. McCabe mentioned The Sussex Sireet potential district does nol have an impaci. So that
does not need fo be loken info account.  You will only be looking af the section in the Grubb
repori that pertains to our town,

Mr. Becker asked: Is the section they are talking about in the hisioric district in this town?
Mr. McCabe stated: No.

Mr. Becker asked: So how do we have any say if it is not in an historic districi®

Mr. McCabe stated: Because you have an obligation since 1982 as a contract between the
lown and Stale Preservation office to partake in ihese reviews because you are a Cerlified
Local Government participant and it is your obligation 1o review these. It doesn't have to be in
the historic district. It can be anywhere in the town but it is your obligation to review these.

Mrs. Diglio asked: Are any of the houses in that area eligible for the historic register.

Mr. McCabe siated: | would have to go back and look at ihe inventory.

Mr. Becker asked: Are these plans thai they have now 1o improve the historic district further
along?



Historic Preservation Advisory Commission Meeting
Regular Meeting of June 20, 2011 7:00 pm

Mr. Sfoner stated:. Probably nof. This job staried about 8 or ¢ years ago and went dormant for o
while bul now they have actual funds to go toward a final design. When | see the final design,
we will meet with the council and olher concemed people. Things change and when it goes to
final design it may not look exactly like this but | feel comioriable that the foolprint of the
improvemen! proposed here will probably be the same {ootprint as it will be in the future.

Mr. Becker asked: From Woodside Ave lowards the resl of the center of iown will ithat be
offected al all2

Mr. Stoner staled: No. We are nof going to do anyihing there. On Woodside Avenue we have
proposed a dedicated left hand lane as you ore coming towards the center of iown 1o make o
lefi on 1o Woodside so the road gets wider a litile bil to provide the turn because that was an
area of a lot of rear end collision situafions. Once you go through the infersection we taper
back down lo meel exisiing road before you stort io go around the bend ioward Camp Hiiff.

Mr. Sioner coniinued to exploin what is being proposed.

Discussion conlinued with the Commission ond Mr. Sioner and Mr. McCabe.
Mr, Stoner stated he will get copies of the report and give it 1o Mrs. Citierbort.
Mrs. Cilterbarl asked: When do we need the report in2

Mr, McCabe staled: Within the nex! few weeks.

M. Stoner stated: The sooner you can gei it in the betler. The Counly has had it so long they
are now statling if they do not do it within a certain fime period they will lose their funding. Now i
is all a rush.

APPLICATION

HPC-10-2011- Town of Newton, Properly Location: Spring Street sidewalks. Applican! requesting
placement of benches, lido houses, bike racks and flag poles fo the sidewalk.

Cory Stoner of Harold E. Pellow & Associales desciibed enhancemenis to Spring Streel being
proposed. One of the items in the circulalion plan was 1o promote walking, pedestrian biking,
beautification and provide streetscape improvements.

Mr. Stoner staled: | am here tonight io talk about the proposal they have for benches, bike
racks, fido houses [waste receptacle for dogs). There will be four in total of ihe fido houses.
There is a proposal for 11 park benches along Spring Streel and for bike racks. There will be 2
flag poles put on the street and il will be steel poles. They will serve a dual purpose. They can
be used for either banners or regular flags.

Mr. Steinberg stated his concern that although | think it would be a lovely idea 1o be able 1o sit
on the benches with my family and have an ice cream, 1 think they might fill up with the people
that stand there now so the patrons will not have a place to sif.

Mrs. Becker stated: It is going o happen bul if they are not doing anything wrong then they are
welcome to sit there. The store owners are very vigilant. | think the more good we bring in to the
town it will weed out the bad. Other fowns seem to do it successiully. | see very good value in

1his.
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Mr. Koplan asked: Has the iown locked into anyone donating the benches? For example in
Cape May they have loads of benches with lillle plaques on ihem of who dongied thern.

Mrs. Becker stated: The Chomber ialked about i, it is down al Memory Park and it could be
done after the fact. It is o possibilify.

Ms. Best asked: Is il correct that you addressed all sately concerns so that when you implement
all of these items, the benches, the receptacles and signs that there will still be plenty of room on
the sidewalks tor pedestrian traffic?

Mr. Stoner staled: Yes. We did look at that.

Ms Best asked: The proposed locations are the opiimal locafions?

Mrs, Stoner staled; Yes.

Discuss ensued on locations of the benches, recepiacles and bike racks.

Mrs. Schulte asked: Did the police have any inpui on the placemeni?

Mis, Becker sialed: Joe Sapio, sireet cop on Spring Street, sai in on many discussions. He had a
lot ot input.

The Commission brought up the speed limit issue on Spring Street.
Discussion ensued on fraffic claiming measures.
Discussion ensued on the bench style. The Commission liked the Viciorian style bench.

Mr. Kenneth Jaekel, DPW Supervisor, spoke on the mainienance on the benches. Discussion of
groffiti on benches ensued.

Mr. Becker opened up this portion of the meeting to the public. Wiith no one stepping forward
from ihe public, 1his portion closed.

Ms. Best made a motion to accept the application for placement of benches, fido houses, bike
racks and flag poles to the sidewalk. Mr, Sleinberg seconded the motion.

AYE: Mr, Kaplan, Mr. Sieinberg, Mrs. Schuite, Ms. Best, Mr. Becker

Mr. Becker opened up the meeiing to the public; with no public stepping forward ihis portion of
the meeling was closed.
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ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Best made a motion to adjourn the meetling. Mrs. Schulte seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned with a unanimous "aye"” vote. The meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM.

The nexi regular scheduled meeling will be held on July 18, 2011 al 7:00 pm in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building.

Respeciiuily submitied,

A{(ﬁnﬂwuwaﬂifi@m@

Kaiherine Cillerbar
Historic Board Secretary



